
 

  

Minutes of the Meeting of Holme Pierrepont & Gamston Parish Council 

Monday 9th March 2026 at 7.15pm in Gamston Village Hall, Old Tollerton Road 

Members Present: Cynthia Stacey, Melvyn Tisbury, Janet Hackett (Acting Chair), Geoff Prett, 

Alun Owen, Richard Fairgrieve & Maria Ubhi 

In attendance: Julia Barnes (Parish Clerk), County Cllr Roger Upton, Borough Cllr Jonathan 

Wheeler and Gary Dykes (Gamston Grantham Canal Society (GCS) Volunteer Ranger) 

 

6305. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Hackett welcomed everyone to the Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Mason sent his apologies due to being on holiday in Budapest. 

Borough Cllr Virdi sent his apologies due to a meeting clash. 

 

6306. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Fairgrieve explained that he knew of the planning applicant for 25/02174/FUL as 

they were a school parent at his children’s primary school. 

 

6307. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Cllr Tisbury asked that Agenda item 12. HP Millennium Wall be considered in 

conjunction with Agenda item 13. Finance. 

 

6308. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Gary Dykes Grantham Canal Society (GCS) Gamston Volunteer Ranger addressed the 

meeting on three issues. 

- Gary asked Cllr Wheeler about when decisions for allocation of CIL funds would be 

known, as WeBCan and GCS were hoping to benefit. Gary explained that Canal & River 

Trust (CRT) had asked GCS to procure any contract in order that the VAT paid could be 

reclaimed. 

Cllr Wheeler explained that the CIL meeting on Wednesday 11th March ‘26 is closed 

from the public and he would endeavour to find out when decisions would be publicised. 

Cllr Wheeler to find out when CIL Meeting on 11th March ’26 decisions would be 

publicised.  

Gary explained that WeBCan would be changing their name to West Bridgford Canal 

Action Group. 

Gary spoke about the handrail that Cllr Mason had asked him to repair and explained that 

although it is not GCS responsibility, CRT deny it is their fence, and GCS have added it 

to their list of repairs for the summer months. GCS priority until then is clearance of 

foliage. 



 

  

- Gary spoke about a possible option for linking the proposed new housing on the land east 

of Gamston with the existing Gamston/West Bridgford area, separated by A52. CGS are 

to present an option to open up the Grantham Canal by creating a cycle & footpath under 

the A52. Although more expensive than other options, Gary spoke about National 

Highways funding specifically allocated to open up canal routes. Gary explained that 

plans are in process to provide paintings to illustrate what could be achieved. 

Borough Cllr Wheeler explained that Notts County Council rather than Rushcliffe 

Borough Council directly deal with highways. Cllr Wheeler also noted that of the two 

choices currently presented to them as part of the SPD masterplan, he considered a bridge 

over the A52 preferable to pedestrian crossings on the A52. 

- Gary explained to the meeting that the GCS faced increased costs including being 

charged for engineering consultancy by CRT for specialist works. Previously this would 

have been given free of charge, but CRT are financially forced to pass on some of the 

costs of employing an engineer. Gary noted that heritage restoration is expensive to carry 

out. 

 

7.25pm Gary Dykes left the meeting.  

 

6309. MINUTES 

TO APPROVE MINUTES FOR THE MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON 9th FEBRUARY 2026 

Cllr Prett explained that at Agenda item 6293. Clerk had copied and pasted the Parish 

Council response details for the wrong planning application. Subject to this correction 

Cllr Prett proposed, and Cllr Stacey seconded the motion that the Minutes be approved. 

Vote was taken, unanimously in favour. Motion carried and Minutes were adopted. 

Cllr Fairgrieve to upload corrected February ‘26 Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

to the new HP&G PC website.  

 

6310. COUNTY REPORT 

County Cllr Upton gave the meeting an update on County Council matters pertaining to 

the Parish. 

Cllr Upton spoke about highways and potholes and that fact that he continued to press 

for resolution to the particularly problematic road surfaces on Ambleside, Kirkstone 

Drive and A6011. Cllr Upton explained that he met regularly with VIA Highways 

Manager to discuss the situation. 

Cllr Upton told the meeting that Notts County Council had served legal papers on 16 

addresses regarding reinstatement of the damage done to the now closed Greenway 

leisure route. Cllr Upton also explained that land off the A52 had also been served with 

legal papers to remove rubbish and restore to grassland. 



 

  

Cllr Fairgrieve noted that as and when resurfacing of Ambleside takes place, the 

roundabout joining Beckside and Ambleside also needs to be included in the scope of 

works as this surface is heavily degraded too. 

 

6311. DISTRICT REPORT 

Borough Cllr Wheeler gave the meeting an update on Borough Council matters 

pertaining to the Parish. 

Cllr Wheeler spoke about the cabinet meeting tomorrow where the currently paused SPD 

masterplan for the proposed development east of Gamston and north of Tollerton is being 

re-voted on in light of the recent National Highways response.  

Cllr Wheeler told the meeting that Streetwise had been shortlisted for a national award. 

Cllr Wheeler also spoke about investment to bring empty properties in the area back into 

the housing market stock. Improvements are also being made to The Little Green Café at 

the edge of WB park providing dedicated toilets and wash facilities.  

Cllr Prett asked Cllr Wheeler about his appearance on the Police Crime Panel. Cllr 

Wheeler explained that he covered for a colleague. 

Cllr Wheeler explained that staffing levels in the RBC Planning Department, and across 

the entire UK council planning sector, continue to be a problem, with inevitable resulting 

delays. The situation is not helped by the uncertainty of the impending Local Government 

Reorganisation.                                                                       

  

6312. PLANNING 

i) 20/03244/OUT  Taylor Wimpey UK & Rockspring Barwood Gamston 

Ltd  Land East of Gamston & North of Tollerton Lane, Tollerton 

Lane, Tollerton, Nottinghamshire. 

 

East of Gamston/North of Tollerton Development Framework Supplementary 

Planning Document (SPD) – Consultation 

See 6311. District Report 

 

ii) REVISED 25/02174/FUL  Clare Breedon  Holme Grange Cottage, 

Adbolton Lane, Holme Pierrepont, Nottinghamshire, NG12 2LU

 Conversion of outbuilding (boat house) into ancillary habitable 

accommodation including alterations to existing openings 

 

Parish Council Response : DO NOT OBJECT 

 

The revisions to this planning application are significant; it is effectively a new 

planning application. 

 

There are no longer plans to increase the size of the boat house; its footprint 

remains the same. The building is to be made symmetrical. The covered area 



 

  

near to the house is to become enclosed. At the front of the building the double 

doors are removed and replaced with a wall, and the former covered area has a 

matching wall. At the rear of the building the double doors are removed and 

replaced with full height double glazing, and the former covered area has 

matching full height double glazing. 

 

The purpose of the updated boat house remains unclear. The Greenbelt Impact 

Assessment is unchanged and still refers to storage and a dog’s kennel. The 

Proposed Plans and Elevations drawing shows the four rooms used for storage, 

but double height double glazing on a storage facility is unusual. The title of the 

planning application refers to 'ancillary habitable accommodation’ and may be a 

better indication of its proposed use. 

 

As the footprint unchanged, we recommend do not object. 

 

iii) 26/00331/FUL  Mr Chris Simon  West Bridgford Colts FC, 

Regatta Way, Gamston, Nottinghamshire, NG2 5AT Creation of a synthetic 

turf pitch, modular building, improved parking, fencing, spectator areas, storage 

areas and LED floodlighting system 

 

 Cllr Tisbury agreed to review the application and circulate his thoughts for 

comment to all Cllrs before the deadline date of Wednesday 25th March ’26. 

 

 

6313. VILLAGE HALL 

Clerk circulated the Bookings Clerk monthly update. 

‘All is well at the hall. 

Clay Creators have cancelled their Easter bookings again and are waiting for 

confirmation from us regarding summer dates. (Just waiting to confirm summer play 

date event) They want, as usual, every Tuesday and Wednesday available in the 6 

weeks holiday. 

We have a party in on 28/03/26 and a provisional booking on 12/04/26. I am getting 

a few enquiries, but they either want family parties (which tend to be later in the day 

and involve more noise and alcohol) or kids parties which aren't getting back to me 

once I've sent the costs. 

Apart from that, there's not a great deal that's new happening at the hall.’  

Clerk explained that the PAT Testing had been carried out at the Village Hall. 

Clerk noted that she had decluttered and tidied the main store cupboard and planned to 

do the same with the other store cupboard, office and kitchen. Cllr Hackett kindly agreed  

to help with this process. 

Clerk to organise an advertorial in the next Parish News advertising the Village Hall 

for children’s parties. 



 

  

Cllr Fairgrieve offered to advertise children’s parties at the Village Hall on 

Facebook. 

Cllr Fairgrieve to repair the No Parking signage near large VH gate. 

 

Hire Hall Rate Increase 

Clerk in conjunction with Bookings Clerk and Cllr Fairgrieve still to introduce new hall 

hire rates. 

Clerk to produce amended Booking Form for price increase and also to include 

wording regarding damages and cleaning deposit. 

Clerk to liaise with Bookings Clerk regarding rate increase. 

Clerk to forward .pdf copy of revised Booking Form to Cllr Fairgrieve for 

uploading to HP&G PC website. 

 

6314. PLAY PARK 

 External Bench 

Clerk explained that the installation of reinforcement matting was due to take place on 

Tuesday 24th March ’26. The bench is due to arrive that week and will be installed 

same day if available or by the end of that week otherwise, weather permitting. 

 

Clerk to arrange annual inspection of electricity points at the Play Park. 

Cllr Prett and Clerk still to further investigate and obtain quotations for the 

addition of brightly coloured graphics on the Play Park tarmac paths. 

Clerk still to arrange for cladding of metal bench near canal with Option 2  

materials.   

 

6315. NEW PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 

Cllr Fairgrieve explained that he continued to work on the new Parish Council website, found 

here  www.hpg-pc.gov.uk 

Clerk in conjunction with Cllr Fairgrieve to create a newsletter article to launch the 

new website. 

Councillors to forward any high-resolution images to Cllr Fairgrieve from around 

the Parish that could be used to annotate the website. 

Clerk to add Web Items to monthly meeting agenda for current items for inclusion. 

 Clerk to notify RBC and other authorities of the new web address.  

 

http://www.hpg-pc.gov.uk/


 

  

 Councillor Email Addresses 

Cllrs Owen and Prett confirmed that they had successfully completed the activation 

process for their new Parish Council email addresses.  

Cllr Fairgrieve suggested targeting 1st April ’26 as a go live date for all the new Parish 

Councillor email addresses. Cllr Fairgrieve noted that redirection to a Zoho site was 

correct in completing this process. Cllr Fairgrieve explained that a policy must be adopted 

that states that Cllrs can only use Parish Council email addresses for Parish Council 

communication, personal email addresses are not to be used for Parish Council 

communication, after the go live date.  

Cllr Fairgrieve noted that email groups can be created for example one that includes all 

Parish Councillors for ease of communication. 

All Parish Councillors that have not activated their GDPR compliant Parish 

Council email address to do so before 1st April ’26. 

Cllr Fairgrieve to send email to all Cllrs that will enable a mobile phone link for 

Parish Council emails. 

 

Cllr Fairgrieve and Clerk to assess IT compliance for Annual Accounts purposes, 

including adoption of an IT Policy, and with specific reference to the new AGAR 

Assertion 10.  

 

6316. COUNCILLOR UPDATES 

HP Millennium Garden Wall 

Discussion took place regarding the remedial work to the Millennium Garden Wall. 

Previously circulated email from Clerk documenting proposed approach and funding of 

repair to wall had been approved by majority of Cllrs with just Cllr Mason opposed to 

Parish Council funds being used for this purpose. Clerk explained that £750 of the cost 

had been met by kind contributions from County Cllr Upton and Borough Cllr Wheeler, 

and the remaining £570 was to be financed by unspent contingency funds. 

Cllr Tisbury noted that he did not oppose the project but highlighted the fact that the 

finance summaries misrepresented the precept amount reserved for the VH Sinking Fund 

and therefore overstated the remaining contingency funds for this financial year. Clerk 

noted the required correction to the financial summaries and explained that the 

contingency funds for the 2026/2027 financial year could legitimately be used for this 

purpose as the work would be unlikely to be carried out during the 2025/2026 financial 

year. 

Clerk to amend financial reporting summaries for 2026/2027 financial year to 

accurately reflect VH Sinking Fund precept amount. 

 

8.20pm County Cllr Upton & Borough Cllr Wheeler left the meeting. 

 



 

  

Spring ’26 Single Page Parish Newsletter 

Clerk, Cllr Owen and Susan Toon to liaise regarding possible Spring ’26 newsletter. 

  

Cllr Stacey explained that ideas for the Summer Play Day were being gathered and hoped 

to establish a date for the event in the near future, in conjunction with the Clerk and 

Bookings Clerk. 

 

Cllr Ubhi explained that she had checked the Parish defibrillators and they are all in 

working order.  

Clerk to update Parish defibrillators status on The Circuit website after Cllr Ubhi’s 

monthly check. 

 

Clerk still to purchase poppies and silhouettes for Remembrance Day ’26. 

 

6317. FINANCE 

 Financial Statements & Payments for Approval 

Clerk issued copies of the month’s financial transactions and details of payments and 

presented a summary of the finances.  

Cllrs Stacey & Prett kindly agreed to sign off and authorise month’s payments 

online. 

Clerk to provide Cllrs Stacey & Prett with copies of all invoices in order for them 

to sign off and authorise the month’s payments online. 

 

Clerk explained that the financial year end is 31st March ’26 and that she is to arrange a 

meeting with the new internal auditor Sharon. 

Clerk to arrange meeting with new Internal Auditor. 

Clerk to submit VAT reclaim for financial years ended 31st March 2024 & 31st 

March 2025. 

 

6318. CLERK’S REPORT 

Clerk told the meeting that the next Town and Parish Forum at Rushcliffe Arena will be 

taking place on Thursday 26th March ’26. Any Cllrs wishing to attend to let Clerk know 

in order to book a place. 

 

 



 

  

Clerk to purchase retirement card and gift for Brian Hardy. 

Clerk to ensure regulatory pension work completed by the deadline dates.  

 

Clerk updated the meeting with details of the next Prevention of Harassment Training 

provided by Notts ALC, on Wednesday 29th April ’26, 7pm – 8pm, via Zoom. Cllr 

Tisbury kindly agreed to attend this training.  

Clerk to book Cllr Tisbury a place on Prevention of Harassment Training.   

 

6319. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Parish Council was confirmed as TUESDAY 12th May 2026 at 

6.30pm in Gamston Village Hall, Old Tollerton Road.  

Chair of this meeting to be Cllr Stacey. 

 

The meeting ended at approximately 8.45pm. 


